The diagnosis and reporting of adenocarcinoma of the prostate in core needle biopsy specimens.
There has been relatively little written on the diagnosis and reporting of adenocarcinoma of the prostate diagnosed in core needle biopsy specimens. This article reviews issues concerning diagnosing, grading, and quantification of prostate carcinoma in core needle biopsy specimens. The diagnosis of prostate carcinoma in core needle biopsy specimens is discussed, including the relative frequency and utility of various architecture, cytologic, and ancillary features. Grading of prostate carcinoma in core needle biopsy specimens is evaluated along with the relationship of core needle biopsy grade to corresponding radical prostatectomy grade. The relationship between the extent of carcinoma in core needle biopsy specimens to extent of tumor in the radical prostatectomy is summarized. Finally, this article summarizes articles supporting the use of high molecular weight cytokeratin in the diagnosis of adenocarcinoma of the prostate in core needle biopsy specimens. Pathologists are not only called upon to diagnose limited cancer in core needle biopsy specimens, but also to quantify and grade these cancers accurately. Issues relating to this pathologic evaluation are critical for physicians treating men with adenocarcinoma of the prostate.